Blackburn Institute

The University of Alabama

http://blackburninstitute.ua.edu
 Burt Jones Travel Experience for First and Second-Year Student Fellows

Agenda for Shoals/Sheffield/Muscle Shoals/Florence, Alabama

January 8-10, 2005
Purpose:

· To give student fellows insight into the rewards and challenges of living in Northwest Alabama

· To allow student fellows an opportunity to discuss issues facing rural and urban cities with community leaders
· To prepare student fellows to identify strategic actions necessary to improve the quality of life in Alabama.

“Entrepreneurs and Creative Partners for Progressive Solutions”

Sunday, January 8, 2005
1:00 p.m.
Depart UA flagpole
5:30 – 6:30 
Alabama Music Hall of Fame Tour – Tuscumbia

6:30 – 8:45
Dinner, Performance and Table Discussion – Entertainment, Arts and Tourism


Mark Narmore, songwriter


Peggy Clay, retired teacher, Florence City School System and consultant w/Alabama Geographic Alliance
Micki McWilliams, teacher, Cherokee Middle School in Colbert Co. system and consultant w/Alabama 
Geographic Alliance

Nancy Gonce, executive director, WC Handy Festival



Mary Suttle-Cooney, director, Tennessee Valley Arts Center



Tim Stevenson, local artist



Adam Browder, songwriter

10:00 

Late Night Discussion

Monday, January 9, 2005

7:30 a.m.
Breakfast

8:00

Depart Hotel

GROUP 1 – New Student Fellows

9:00 – 11:00
Panel Discussion - Education
Location: Muscle Shoals High School Auditorium


Adina Stone, teacher, Sheffield High School

Tim Morgan, assistant principal, Muscle Shoals High School 
Nancy Sanford, executive director, Florence Public Library

Brannon Lentz, acting director of Adult Education, North West Shoals Community College 

11:30 – 1:30 
Lunch at the Pilot House restaurant

2:00 – 3:30 
Tour Helen Keller’s home - Tuscumbia

GROUP 2 – Old Student Fellows
9:00 – 11:00
Panel Discussion – Education


Location: Florence Public Library 



Mark Edwards, dean, College of Education, University of North Alabama


Kendy Behrends, superintendent, Florence City Schools

                          William Valentine, superintendent, Lauderdale Co. Schools, former supervisor of secondary curriculum                        


Rod Sheppard – Florence Freshman Center
11:30 – 1:30 
Lunch at Ricatonis Italian Grill

2:00 – 3:30 
Shoals Commercial Culinary Center– Florence

4:00 – 5:30 
Group Panel Discussion – Understanding the History and Future Development of the Shoals Region

Location:  University of North Alabama Performance Center, Guillot University Center
                          Bill Jarnigan, director of University Relations, Univ. of North Alabama, Florence and “The Henry Ford Story”
                          Michelle Eubanks, staff writer, Times Daily, Florence

                          Harvey Robbins, president, Robbins Property Development, Tuscumbia
 

7:00 – 9:00         Dinner and Table Discussion 
                          Location:  Dale’s

             Jerry Davis, director, Shoals Entrepreneurial Center
             Steve Holt, president, Shoals Chamber of Commerce

             Willie Buchanan, team manager, Tennessee Valley Authority

Bill Matthews, Northwest Alabama Council for local Government
Steven Berryman, friend to Dr. Blackburn, President’s Cabinet 
David Muhlendorf, president, Paper and Chemical Supply Co.
John Bunyan Cole, owner, Bunyan’s BBQ
Gilman Griggs, orthodontist, Griggs & Koonce Orthodontics
Bill Hankins, agent, Alfa Insurance
Susie Heird, assistant director, Shoals Economic Development Authority
Andrew Carpenter, attorney, 96-97 Blackburn Fellow
Tuesday, January 10, 2005

8:00 a.m.
Breakfast

9:00 

Discussion Session:  Policy and Politics 
Location: Webster Hotel and Suites
11:00 

Depart for Tuscaloosa
3:00 

Arrive Tuscaloosa – UA flagpole
